
Saturday	11	November	2017	
St.	Bernard’s,	Langley		7:30pm	

Wagner Mastersingers Overture 
Berio             Ritirata notturna di Madrid de  
                           Boccherini 
Ronald Binge Concerto for Alto Saxophone 
Rachmaninov Symphony No 2 
   Soloist: Simon Allen (saxophone) 

We start our new season with one of the grandest of all overtures, the Mastersingers by 
Wagner.  It features five themes including the stately ceremonial theme of the medieval 
guild of the mastersingers of Nuremberg and the lyrical ‘Prize Song’. The composer 
combines all five in the concluding climax to the Overture.  Berio’s Ritirata, composed in 
1975, is an entertaining reworking of a piece by Boccherini.  Ronald Binge’s music is well 
known through his Elizabethan Serenade and to play his concerto we welcome the 
outstanding jazz saxophonist Simon Allen, Head of Jazz at the Purcell School and currently 
playing in Dream Girls in the West End.  Rachmaninov’s Second Symphony is a richly 
scored and gloriously lyrical masterpiece, notable for its hauntingly beautiful Adagio and 
impassioned finale.  

Simon Allen 

 

Saturday	16	December	2017	
School	Hall,	Eton	College		7:30pm	
Puccini                   Messa di Gloria 
Vaughan Williams  Fantasia on Christmas Carols 
Hely-Hutchinson  Carol Symphony (extracts) 
   Soloists: William Branston (tenor) 
                  Jonathan Wood (bass) 

Puccini’s choral masterpiece, Messa di Gloria, is an amazingly assured work for an eighteen 
year old, full of rhythmic energy, soaring melodies and arresting dramatic gestures.  One 
writer has described the choral Fantasia on Christmas Carols as ‘this most happy, beautiful 
and mystical Christmas music.’  Each movement of the popular Carol Symphony is based 
on a traditional carol.  It is the composer’s counter melodies to these carols that make the 
work so memorable.  To bring home the spirit of Christmas, well known carols will be sung 
at the conclusion of the concert, including some for audience, chorus and orchestra. 

William Branston 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Jonathan Wood 

Saturday	10	March	2018	
Caldicott,	Farnham	Royal		7:30pm	

Dvořák             Overture: Vanda 
Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No 2 
Tchaikovsky Symphony No 5 
   Soloist: Alexander Ullman (piano) 

The overture to Dvorak’s five act opera Vanda, an impressive, invigorating piece of music 
dominated by lively rhythms, is followed by Rachmaninov’s popular 2nd Piano Concerto. It 
is a wonderfully optimistic work, crammed with soaringly beautiful music. The young 
British pianist Alexander Ullman won First Prize at the Franz Liszt competition in Budapest 
in 2011 and recently performed this concerto with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.  In 
Tchaikovsky’s great Fifth Symphony the waltz feel of much of the first movement 
foreshadows the waltz which takes the place of the usual scherzo.  The slow movement is 
pure Tchaikovskian melody, while the finale is a burst of power and orchestral colour. 

                 
Alexander  
Ullman 

Saturday	28	April	2018	
St.	Bernard’s,	Langley		7:30pm	
Handel      Messiah   
   Soloists:  Vanessa Bowers (soprano),  
Dawn Burns (mezzo soprano), James Bowers 
(tenor),  Andrew Tipple (bass) 

Ever since this iconic work was first performed in Dublin in 1742, Handel’s Messiah has 
stood as the centrepiece of the English choral tradition, with its magnificent choruses, 
tuneful recitatives and beautiful arias. It offers a non dramatic presentation of Christ as the 
world’s saviour in music which bears intense meaning in every bar and has a visionary 
quality in its evolution from darkness to light.  It contains some of the most uplifting music 
of all time, including I know that my Redeemer liveth, For unto us a Child is born and the 
Hallelujah Chorus. 

Vanessa Bowers   Dawn Burns 
 
 
 
 
 
    James                     Andrew 
         Bowers                   Tipple 

Sunday	20	May	2018	
Caldicott,	Farnham	Royal		3:30pm	

Afternoon concert with an extended interval 
for summer drinks (weather permitting). 
Programme includes: 
Holst – Sullivan – Rossini – Sibelius - Elgar	

Short, popular orchestral items make up the programme for this Sunday afternoon concert, starting with Holst’s tuneful three 
movement Suite in E flat.  The score of Sullivan’s Yeomen of the Guard is generally considered to be the finest of all his 
operettas, including the Overture which has a grandeur befitting the title.  The famous Overture to William Tell is a complete 
symphonic poem in miniature; its four parts carrying the listener from dawn in the mountains, through a storm and concluding 
with the well-known march.  Finlandia, part of a suite of music Sibelius wrote for a pageant, is a concentrated burst of patriotic 
feeling.  Elgar’s Imperial March, written to celebrate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897, created a great impression 
amongst the public and made his name widely known in London.  Brilliantly scored, its overall structure marked a new beginning 
for the British ceremonial march. 


